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MEXICO CITY, October 15, lOlo.
HE City of Mexiec

| has just brought tc
IpPV^^Vf a close the largest
jnf\ rjl el house party In th«

-Hj'! p party were invited
fj delegations from all

V Mr yn the civilized nations

Y#TJieTfti 1 t'lf" ear*^ These
nia ^ delegations h a v e

I.tDjJ1 been bona fide
guests of the government.They have been wined and

dined, housed and trar.-ported at the ext.rnsen' !h<> t-nverr.ment Their mor.ev

las been declared counterfeit. yet nothinghas been denied them that .he gold
of Croesus could have bought

*
* »

The occasion of this entertainment has
been the nation's celebration of the centennialor it- independent e The repiblic o;' Mexico was a hundred yea- s

old on the 16th of September, and for a

solid month skirting t. at date fore and
aft the nation has take i holiday, has
made merry, las extended hospitality.
That this entertainment has been a successWithout parallel is attested in a

hundred tongu-s. in t e guttural Russian.
In the lilting Portuguese of Hrazd. in preciseJapanese arid in tie we'd modulated
elocution of Curtis <;uild. jr or" Massachusetts
MexUo has planned for years the celebrationof her centenary As the time

approached her plans took on definite
form and magnificent proportions. Th>machineryof tire celebration is so monstrousas to defy description Hut the
external phase of it. the entertainment of
delegations from all the world, may be
more readily grasped.
Some months ugc invitations were Issued

to all nations t<> send delegations to
Mexico as Its guests during the celebrationThes-» Invitations went to all th
sister nations to the south and all these
sesj»onded. They crossed the Atlantic
to thoce countries that are the mothers
of the nations of tie west They went
into tie far cast, where civilizations
were t-otempofarecus with the cities of
hi. \ »f Act thuf ritu1i>il flTi -ionf l»Vfnt

They went to the b'g brother to the north,
«!i<> *a> the sire of one Monroe, who
propounded a iloct rlnc Finally they
went to that mythical body, the fourth
estate, known In the vernacular as "pencilpushers." arid among the curriers of
favor as "the gentlemen of the press."
All this motley of guests ac epted the

invitations. All found when the time of
the pilgrimage drew nf.ur that their host
had made most elaborate preparations for
them There were agftits of Mexico at
their starting points to take charge of
the parties. There were private < ars and
special trains ready prepared. T.,e delegationswere In every sense of the word
the guests of the republic of Mexico from
the time they left their homes until the
moment of their return.

a
Their trains carried the visitors through
he big mountains and over the great
mesas of Mexico to the capital city.
There moat elaborate arrangements had
been made for their entertainment. Specialdelegations found themselves l oused
in the castles of the Montesumas. in the
fashionable clubs of the city, in the abundanceof modern hotels. Their cards entitledthem to the delicacies of the restaurantsand the champagne of the cafes.
The boxes at the bnli fights were theirs
for the unking. The doors of the palace
of President Diaz himself were open to
them. .Specially conducted tours were
arranged for them into the land of tiie
virtuous Tehuantepec in the far south
and to Guanahuata, America's Palestine,
to the north. The entertainment record
was brokwa on a hundred counts.
The United States had appointed, upon
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invitation. former Gov. Curtis Guild, jr.
o' Massachusetts a^ special arnbassadoi
for the celebration. A commission was

1 further appointed composed of Harri-oi
> Gray Otis of Los Angeles. Alexandei
Rook of Pittsburg and Justice Gerard ol

, the supreme court of New York RepresentativeFoster of Vermont, Smatoi
'

overman of Xorth Carolina. Senatoi
t'ra w ford of South Dakota and Representa[five Slayden of Texas made up a ftirthet

j congressional delegation. This comprise'
the official party from the 1'nited States.

! Cnotticially there was a much large!
: party of Americans as guests of the slstei
. republic. These were newspaper ant
magazine publishers and writers to the
number of forty, representing the gr- a;
publications of the country, and augmentedby a sprinkling of like men from

I*I-v;*

1»%K

Canada. This party was gathered togetherat St. I.ouis. placed aboard of a

special train, which, supplemented by localhospitalities in diff' rent parts of Mexico.wae their home and at their disposal
throughout the celebration and the subsequentgrand tour of the republic.
Hut the ce'ebration proper was in the

city itself Here the \isitirg delegations
found a city of haif a mdlion and comparablein conveniences and modern im...», O* I .o.ie Pi.ffoln
pi <>\ rinrnin v* in i Miuciiu.

There were modern paving, lighting, street
cars, newspapers in English, gold bricks
for tourists. To be sure, the stores closed
for two hours after lunch for siesta time
and four of you could drive to the Theater
in a taxicab for TO cents Mex. And TO
cents Mex. is Just half that much in
American money, and the visitors had
early exchanged their money, two for one.
The centennial celebration came to, a

climax September 15 and 10. The 15th,
aside from being the eve of the nation's
hundredth birthday, was also the eightiethanniversary of the birth of J'ortirio
Diaz, the long-time president of the republicand its dominant spirit. On that
day President Diaz received many visitingdelegations, who congratulated him
upon his long-continued health and vigor.
The Americans, botii official and of the
press, were among these delegations.

*
a *

President Diaz has two residences, the
winter palace, which is located dbwn town,
and the palace at Chapultepec, a hill overlookingthe city. This latter was the summerresidence of rulers as far back as
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'House Part
, Montezuma, and the great cypress tree
r under which that ruler wept and the pool
s in which he bathed are still to be seen,
i It was at the winter palace that President

Diaz received.
f The reception of visitors preceded the

grand historical parade, w ich was the
street event of the day. There was the
usual brilliancy of costume, of gaudy
uniform, of fair women and stalwart
men. All this was as it would be seen at

i the White House when the President receives.There was but one novelty in it
ab which struck the visiting Americans.
This was the blossoming out of the

1 American ambassador, .Mr. Wilson, into
garb other than the conventional black
which the folks back home hold is the
only uniform of our diplomatic service,
The ambassador was still conventional in
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Typical of Moiitrxuma'!* Time.

Hit- cut of his clothes, but their color
was of a dark rich, reddish purple. The
collar was of velvet and there '

was an
abundance of brass buttons.
But Portirlo Diaz was the center of in- '

ter-'St. All the world had heard of the 1
Indian president of the iron itand and
all the world was anxious to shake that 1
hand. There was the realization In the 1
minds of all that this man was eighty 1

years old that day. There was the feel- y

ing that he was, indeed, an old man, and s
that his work was coming to an end. '
This would be the last opportunity. '

«
* * '

This impression was changed after the 1

meeting. As the line of visitors neared 1

the receiving president each visitor scannodhis rugged frame and souare-cut jfaee. A block of a stone man he stood, tthe typical Mexican, not Spanish, but Indian.He seemed some five feet six in
^height, heavy huilt, hut in no respect jcorpulent, llis chest is today six inches f

bigger than his waist line, which can be tsaid of few heavy men over sixty. He
looks the athlete, the man who takes his j.gymnasium work every day. His face is ^still that of a man in his prime. He ap- tpears to be of middle life, still at bis best jand giving 110 indication of a yielding to >oncoming age. One would have said he vwas a lusty and active man of sixty. His igray hair still bristles In a pompadour, tIlls gray mustache sua squarely over aa mouth that closes like a steel trap. He 1looks the ruler who would brook no In- tterference. know no sentiment, show no cmercy. The impression received Is that y
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there is yet ten or twenty years of lusty
manhood ahead of him.
Certainly there is no country in Americawith the pieturesqueness of history

that Mexico boasts. The great street paradeof the 15th sought to portray that
history. The visitors watched the pageantfrom the balconies of the president'spalace which skirted the box of
the ruler himself.
The greatest interest of the day centeredabout the ceremony which portrayed

the meeting of Montezuma, the last and
greatest of the Aztec rulers, and Cortes,
the Spanish, conqueror. The Aztecs were
dressed in the court costumes of old.
There were princes of the Aztec confederation,native Mexican warriors,
knights of the Order of the Sun. There
were Indian women handsomely dressed

I
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IUH*.

in tlie barbaric splendor, knights of the
Order of tlie Tiger, servants carrying
tapestries to be spread that the feet of
the divine Montezuma, he who was descendedfrom the sun, might not be detiledby the touch of the earth.
fortes, the adventurer, the gold-seeker,the man who had burned his ships belindhim. the man who has left a strongernark on Mexico than any other lndlvldjal,but who is witiiout.a monument or a

ctreet to perpetuate his name, the most-oniantlc figure tiiat Americg has evertnown, came down to meet the Aztec.IVith him came gay cavaliers, rugged soliiers,the blood of old Spain, which was
n Cortes' lime as- good blood as the.vorld has ever known.
This reproduced historic meeting tookilace beneath the balcony of PresidentMaz. and the assembled multitude fromlie world around looked on and thought>f that other meeting and. the .things tovhich it led. They thought of the prouddontezuma stretching these same Spanards011 the sacrificial stone at theemplc, which is now surmounted by the

;reat cathedral, and cutting out theirlearts while their fellows watched theleed from nearby hills. They thought ofhe turning of the tables and the torturngof Montezuma by Cortes. They had
leen shown the clump of bushes inrhich the red hot irons had been applied 1
o the feet of the ancient king. They ihought of Joseplia. the w^fe of Cortes,nd her supplanting by Dona Marina, i'he day before they had been shown, at <
he village of Coyoacan. the seat of the
'ortes government, the »eU In which that 1i-arrlor had drowned wife. So had

1
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they b®en shown the little chateau
which he had taken Marina, the Ind
maiden, interpreter, spy, guide. For :
rina was the progenitor of the sten
raphey affinity, and had stolen awayaffections of the man she served. ]
she. too, alas, was unable to hold his 1
and was later given to one of his foll<
era.

*
* :'f

That night at 11 o'clock the multitu
assembled about the palace and
President surrounded by bis guests rs
out the official grito amid the clash
martial music, the tolling of cathed
bells, the shouts of the hordes and
ceniejinial of freedom was declared
have been reached.
On the tttth of September a parade

the military of many nations .was i
order of the day. Germany was to
fore with her lusty sons. France w
represented by dapper jackles galore. 1
two strong republics to the south, B
zil and Argentina, were a revelation
the visitors because of the showing tl
-their troops and their marines ma
Great Britain was not represented in t
parade because of the recent death
King Edward, nor was the I nited Stat
but for quite a different reason.
Every American was much surprh

thai the nearest anil host iriend
Mexico was not represented in the j
rade of nations and the reason for it w
a seven-day mystery. The statement v.

diplomatically niAile that the 1 'nit
States had not been invited in time
Set her troops and jackies to Mexi
t'ity. The question was pertinently ask
by visitors anil American residents as
why the Invitation had not been del
ered in time, and the answer was nc
ri mmittally given that a mistake h
been made. Having its hammer out i
Ambassador Wilson in advance, t
American colony declared that he It
heen derelict In his duty and was
blame. This, however, was not the rig
explanation, and the truth about the nu
ter Is herewith made public for the fii
time.
The Mexican and American auihoritl

had conspired to delay the invitatic
Neither thought it would be safe to ha
the boys from the states in town f
the big celebration. Not that the Amei
can sailor and soldier is not on the ht
of terms with his brother in Mexico, b
for the simple reason that he is i
stinctively hilarious. He lias formed t
habit of running things to suit iiitnse
Tn fact, lie has grown very cocky. \Vh
lie and Tommy Atkins, the British fig!
ing man, are in a foreign port at ti
same time they throw in their lots t
gether and run things to suit themselve
In the absence of Tommy it was tiioug
advisable to leave out the Yankee, als
for there might have been a combin
tion that would have attempted to bun
the single-handed American off the sld
walk and then and there would lia'
been started trouble, for the first lo'
of the Anglo-Saxon is well known and
brawl is still a fight. So was the Ame
iean sailor declared by ouicial Mexb
such a rambunctuous lad as to be 01

of place at a tea party. And so d
America's representatives agree in ti
finding.

"V

A Reactionary.
HfHESB reactionaries," said Lew

X Fislier, the progressive mayor <

G-alveston, in a recent address, "remin
me of old Hiram Conway, the milter i

Dee.
"Hiram prided himself on being cor

servatlve, and he ground his flour in th
old-fashioned way between millstones.
"A brisk young chap brought a sack u

wheat to the mill one morning, and stoo
and waited for it to be ground. As th
stones turned slowly, and the mea
trickled forth in a thin and sluggis
stream, the young man said to Hiram:
" 'Hang It, Mr. Conway, I could eat'tha

meal faster than your old mill grinds i
out."
" 'Yes,' chuckled Hiram, 'but liow lonj

could you keen on eating it?'
" 'Till I starved," said the young man.''
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ARMY OF HEROES
ON THE WAF

* I 'HE Grand Army of the ReputI that splendid patriotic organi
tion which has kept alive the so>

spirit of the volunteer army of the no
and the memories of the bloody c
war period, is on the wane. For a ni

to ber of years no sadder sight can be im"an ined than the witnessing of one of2L~
og veterans' annual encampments such
the recently took place at Atlantic City, X
But The grand review is no longer the sp

tacu'ar. imnosinir raraHp timt it. , M v 1L t» U.C,w" decade or so ago. The firm tread of i
soldier has left the men who fill
ranks of the Grand Army now, and

rles tottering, halting march to the strains
the music and the beating of drums 1
tng taken its place,
of The veterans of the great civil *fal are being called to the last muster wthe a rapidity that is appalling. Cast y»to nearly 0,1)00 of the gray-haired men v.

compose the Grand Army died, and it
c estimated that because of the enfeeb" condition of so many members, of tl

,
e great organization these figures willl^e doubled when the roll call is read n<

year. In ten years, say men who hagiven the matter careful study, th<' will not be enough able-bodied men1;('l the ranks to fill a good-sized hall.
j This estimate is based on the presemembership of the Grand Army.'

course, if one in figuring lakes the pe
es sion list as a basis there will he a dlffc

ent result. There are on the pensii
;ed ro" at W ashington about 6(X),o -u nam
,,f of men who fought for tiie north durii
ia- tiie civil war. These are dying at t
ras rate of 50,000 yearly.about four an hoc
as More than half of these, though el:ge-1 hie, are not members of the (fraud Arm
to probably because they do not feel therieo selvc> vigorous or active-minded enou;ed to join.
to Comryander-in-chief Van Sant, addresiv- i>ig the veterans at the recent encamm- ment, gave the number of membersad tItt* beginning of the present year ior 212.001. One year ago the numoer wtl,e 220,ooo, wliile in January, lif ts, there wea'l on the roll of the Grand Army 225,5t(' names. Thus it can be seen that tl

great organizatio 1 is rapidly and sure
approaching the day when an earthrst reunion of its members will be no long'possible.
At the present death rate the A. 1m will be able to keep up its annual gatiieY® ings and parades for about ten year

. After tha: the aging army are likely i"

become as are the Mexican war veteran" loth to leave their homes and lrrespotsive to the summons to assemble.
.

~

It is certain tiiat there will never agal,f be a parade like the one reviewed a fe* weeks ago at Atlantic City by Vice Piesdent Sherman. Many of those who paticlpated in this feature of the encamiment this year have reached their homt>s" with this thought uppermost in the
ht *,reasts- They will look back to the affa
0 as an occasion when they bade farewe'

to one another forever on this side ia-
. . .

1|) me eicmai Dtvouae.
e_ Almost a'l of the great generals ai
ke gone. Grant, Sherman and Sherlda
i-e >ong ago were laid away to rest. Onl
u three corps commanders are lef

Gen. Sickles, approaching his eightj
jo seventh birtnday, is still hearty. Get
at Dodge has given up none of his acti\
id x ies. while Gen. Wilson, in Delaware, i
le writing history and enjoying life. Asid

from these there is scarcely a Union ott
cer who was generally known when th
conflict ended who is alive today.
No officer is more loved and revere*

by the rank and file of the Grand Arm
than is Gen. Sickles. When the old "wa
horse" made his appearance at the recen

ls encampment and hobbled with the aii
>f of his crutches toward the speaker's stan
d it was the signal for an outburst of fren
(f zied cheering that issued from the throat

of the veterans for half an hour afte
they had borne him on their shoulder
to the flag-hung platform,

e Gen. Sickles has had an interesting am
rather spectacular career.
Kducated at the University of Nev11 York, he became a journeyman printera then a lawyer and then a politician® holding several state offices.
At the beginning of the civil wall Sickles organized a brigade; was commis

slotted colonel, and fought desperatelyt He was corps commander at Gettysburg1 where he covered himself with glory ant
lost his right leg.

S After the war Sickles was made ministerto Spain, which post he b«|l foi" several years.
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|m_ TOW, take dieting, for Instar

ag_ I That is, if you have to take

the I Never take dieting unless ;
' ^ ^1 have to. But. tor Instance,

j will not liurt you to take
Consequently:
This man had, or thought he had, i

,

a
so did the doctor think lie had, sonieththe
the matter with his stomach.the
The doctor looked pretty wise about

a
shook his head considerably over

° coughed tentatively behind his hai
la,s scratched the back of his left ear w

the rough surface of his fountain p<
i,ar said "Humph!" pretty impressively. 1

once, but frequently; tnen added "I'm"

Ijjy quantities to suit; looked at the ma

js tongue some more; felt of his pu
le{j agayne; asked him the usual questic

ditto and da i>ann. and tonned it all
ije by looking ee-normouslv wise with grc
;xt and bewildering impressment,
ve Then lie put the man on a diet. Y<
»re reg'lar diet. A diet-diet, so to speak,
in It appealed, it' nothing el«e. that t

man was partaking, or had been parts
nt ittg. of too much food. The man was

L)f himself aware of this. His dope had
that he never ate quite so muen as I

>r- ^jfe. As a matter of fact, his dope w

an correct.
es But the doctor person said i-det." A

rjj, so diet it was.

iK. Not only was it diet, but the man w

ir required to stay in bed. He wars ju
about as comfortable in bed as iie wo;i

y have been on any field of battle, if not

n* little less so. But the doctor pers
,jj said, "Bed and diet for you." and th
5 '

settled it. It wouldn't have settled
s_ with the man himself; but his wife w

arrayed against him with the doctc
your wife alwa.'ts takes the doctor's si

a and arrays herself against you, an

9 . hOW.cL:3

re *

TO -
*

ie So this man had to go to bed and sts
ly there and let 'em run the dieting tiling.
'y Once every twelve years or so. accor
ei* ing to the man's chronological system, h
ft. wife staked him to a little mss of alb
r- men tea. Did you ever happen to try
s- lean agairnt albumen tea for sustenaiic

If not so, do not: oh. do not! Because
isn't made to lean against. It Isn't mac
for anything exo pt to give to men who
wives are arrayed against them with tl

1,1 doctor. Nobody ever leaned successful
* against albumen tea. 'Tis a reed to leu

upon.
1" Then, once evrry Halley's comet, wli

it : r u: Ki.i. x.
i lie iiihii wiie gaie* mill a nine.oil. e\t

J-s so little!.chicken broth. 'Twas only a
r aggravation, a temptation do St. Antoin

11 plus. The man, absorbing into his dii
phragm the few punk little spoonfu
of chicken broth. ach»d in every cranr
and crevice of his being for the entii

re chicken from which the broth was mad
n lie clamored internally to crunch th;

chicken, bones and all. For he hungerei
b yea, he sure did hunger.

Anon, between times, and as often a

} once in every total ecllpese of the su
visible in North America, Australia an

is Anacostia. his wife, under explicit direi
e tion of the doctor person, gave her spous

a gill of buttermilk.
e This male being did not like buttermiH

He had nc sort of use or toleration fpJ buttermilk. He would as soon have par
V taken of tincture of goloshes ats butter
«" milk. But there lie was in bed. and hi
1 stern-eyed wife on the job. she bein

backed up by the doctor person, who rai
d in every little while, at three Iron seed

per run-in. to see how the dieting thini
s was making out.
r So he had to dredge into the buttermill
8 whenever it was passed hie? way. Otlie

lovely little things, like mutton broth
1 and beef tea, and lime water and mill

sailed In his direction in doll-sized lot:
v once in a while.

* *
The man lay in his crib in a state bor.dering upon acute and imminent cannibalism.Every time he'd drop off into a

doze he'd promptly fall to dreaming of
a caldron about twice the size of the tun

. of Heidleberg, filled to the brim with
smoking-hot beef stew, the gravy a rich
dark brown, the perfume like that which
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lce the honey of Hymettus never tossed off
t in all its horn days.

In the dream the man would see hir.irouself climbing up 0:1 a step-ladder to suitperintend the rooking of the huee calit.dron of heef stew, and he would be leaningover to stir it. and-then he would
miss his footing and fail right smack-dab'n<1 into-the caldron of beef stew ; whereuponing he would be tilled with a"warm, rozyfulglow all through his slumbering betn.;.

jt; and he would proceed to eat his way ou
.

"

of the caldron of beef stew, and the' longer that job took him the better hettd; liked it: and then he would awake froniih the delirious vision of happiness to tin I
en; friend wife standing there beside his hunk
lot with about one gill and a quarter of cla'berish butt rmilk in a snoopy little glas-.in and the man wont.I «>*-,> *». u ...

n ...... 111 <%'.n'K wish thai he ha<i beet: submerged in ti>'lse turgid waters of the Kastern branch the
>tis la>-i lime lie had gone swimming there
on a boy, bark yound r in the summer of
»at ISM.

After about ten dajs of the d eting
tp. thing t!ie man had a beatific vision, whdozing one forenoon, of ice cream. When
lie he awoke he asked faithful spouse If I >»

[k- mightn't have a little'ioe cream. He gon't tlie nix password somethir.r- instanter lieit begged lie b.*seeclied. he implored. Nix
lis some more. He told her that even t\

aspiioid patients in these latter days get the
cream for themselves. Nix-nix from the

nd spouse. Nothing doing on that ice creamnumber. Then the man asked her if she
as wouldn't 'phone the doctor individual an <
is' ask hint if he mightn t have a little ice
ild 'Team. Well, yes, she'd do that. And she
a did. The doctor person hemmed and haw

oned. Finally, after a heap of hemming and
at hawing, the doctor person said. Yea. the
it man could have, say, about two spoonasfuls of ice cream, but no more, nummore,

,r; nummore mind, madam; he is to havede nummore. nummore!
y- #

* *
And so the man got his two spoonfuls

of ice cream. Twas more than ho1Y could stand. It made him delirious or
something He saw red.red meat. Hed- waited till friend wife went out to the'!s market. He knew that from the marketII ~ she was going shopping downtown ami
would he gone several hours. And so,
when she'd gone, up he got, feeling^ pretty ka-nift on his pins, and stronglike a horsey.
He snagged a car. went downtown toie a restaurant he knew all about, and 01'Ydered and ate these: One double tender- fl!1 loin steak, smothered in fresh mushrooms;one huge order of hash-brownedY. spuds, meaning potatoes; two overflow?ring side dishes of succotash; one largeIII Ixiw! of lettuce and tomatoes with niayonraisedressing; one huge platter ofpeaches and cream and two cups of smok|Snig coffee.
Having obliterated which the man*e got right on board a car aim went home.e- and was the loveliest picture of sad and

sweet innocence that ever existed on any
map when his wife came home from
shopping and staked him to almost threeIS spoonfuls of chicken broth. The doctor"
came in a few minutes later.5 "Well, well, you're looking fine!" said"" the doctor person, and right he was. The
man In bed looked fine and telt ditto.
"I guess ; .at little i<<- cream I let you

' have agreed with you. You can have a
little more ice cream today. About four
spoonfuls, I should say.but nummore,~

nummore, mind!'** And the man lay there and said, Yessir.?r Just like that, and blinked at the cat
sunning itself on the window sill, ami£ peace and happiness and a sense of wellkbeing reigned all around everywhere and

. universally. CEARENCE L«. CUL«LEM.
r

A Good Thing, Too. 1

jiyHR late Senator Wilkinson CatV*
* said a Jacksonville lawyer, 't>»lievedin early marriages and in the habtta

of Industry, sobriety and economy that
such marriages induce. ^

; "I once heard him say. In an address '

to the youth of Jacksonville:
" 'It is true, and we should be glad itis true, that many a young man haa been

sentenced to hard labor for life Implyfor kissing a -pretty girL* "


